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Rights and obligations in the building process
If you are involved in a building project, it’s important you know who is responsible for each aspect.
Homeowner rights and obligations
Builder and designer rights and obligations
Building owner rights and obligations
How the building system protects you
Roles of councils and MBIE

Stages of the building process
Understand project stages, from scoping and design to consents, construction and completion.
DIY, but build it right
Renovations differ to new builds
Understand your land so you design well
Top tips for a successful build

Priority work programmes
An overview of the priority work programmes within the MBIE Building System Performance branch.
Maintaining the Building Code
Building for climate change
Building law reform programme
See everything in 'Getting started'
Projects & consents
Planning a successful build
Why contracts are valuable
Apply for building consent
Build to the consent
Sign-off and maintenance
Health and safety on site
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Understanding the building consent process
For safe, healthy and durable buildings, all building work in New Zealand must meet certain standards. Find out how to build within the rules.

Health and safety on site
Avoid accidents and make site safety a priority.

1. Planning a successful build
Check if you need consents
Choosing the right people for your type of building work
Why contracts are valuable

2. Getting a consent
Apply for building consent
How to support your building consent application
Understanding the building consent process

3. Building to the consent
Making changes to your plans
Typical council inspections of a building project
Completing your project

4. Sign-off and maintenance
Get the build signed off
How to identify defects
Protecting your investment
See everything in 'Projects & consents'
Building Code compliance
A General provisions
B Stability
C Protection from fire
D Access
E Moisture
F Safety of users
G Services and facilities
H Energy efficiency
Specific buildings
Canterbury rebuild
Product assurance & MultiProof
Warnings and bans on building products
Building Code and handbooks
How the Building Code works
Geotechnical education
Building Performance Resource Centre
Introduction to medium-density housing
Maintaining the Building Code
Digitising the Building Code

In this section
How the Building Code works
Maintaining the Building Code
Different ways to comply with the Building Code
Specific buildings
Product assurance & MultiProof
Introduction to medium-density housing
Building Performance Resource Centre

Find Acceptable Solutions, Verification Methods, updates and technical guidance by Building Code clause.
a
General provisions
b
Stability
c
Protection from fire
d
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Access
e
Moisture
f
Safety of users
g
Services and facilities
h
Energy efficiency
See everything in 'Building Code compliance'
Managing buildings
Managing your BWoF
General information on building safety in earthquakes
Securing unreinforced masonry building parapets and facades
Managing earthquake-prone buildings
Managing buildings in an emergency
Change of use and alterations
Managing dams to ensure they are safe

About managing buildings
Managing your BWoF (for buildings with specified systems)
General information on building safety in earthquakes
Managing earthquake-prone buildings
Securing unreinforced masonry building parapets and facades
Change of use, alterations and extension of life
Managing buildings in an emergency

Specified systems and compliance schedules
If you own a building that contains a specified system such as a cable car, you must ensure they are effectively operated for the life of the building and in
keeping with the council-issued compliance schedule.
Inspections and maintenance of specified systems as a building owner
Fines and penalties for offences relating to compliance schedules
Compliance schedules
See everything in 'Managing buildings'
Resolving problems
Resolution options
Building consent and sign-off
Contracts
Builds
Designs
Councils
Clients

Resolving problems
Resolution options
Building consent and sign-off
Contracts
Builds
Designs
Councils
Clients

Determinations
A determination is a binding decision made by MBIE providing a way of solving disputes or questions about the rules that apply to buildings, how
buildings are used, building accessibility, and health and safety.
Understanding determinations
Applying for a determination
Steps in the determination process
Previous determinations

Weathertight Services
Signs of a leaky home
How to make a Weathertight Claim
Resolving a Weathertight Claim
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See everything in 'Resolving problems'
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Managing dams to ensure they are safe
Complying with the regulations

Complying with the regulations
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Dam safety timeframes

The regulations require dam owners to take certain actions.
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Step 1: Owners of water retention structures to determine if they have a dam
Owners of water retention structures must determine if their structure meets the definition of a dam.
A dam:
1. means an artificial barrier, and its appurtenant structures that:
is constructed to hold back water or other fluid under constant pressure so as to form a reservoir; and
is used for the storage, control, or diversion of water or other fluid; and
2. includes:
a flood control dam; and
a natural feature that has been significantly modified to function as a dam; and
a canal; but
3. does not include a stopbank designed to control floodwaters.
Read the definition of a dam in section 7 of the Building Act 2004 - legislation.govt.nz
If a water retention structure does not meet this definition, then it is not impacted by the regulations and no further action is required.
If a water retention structure meets this definition, see step 2.

Step 2: Dam owners to determine if they have a classifiable dam
Whether a dam is classifiable depends on its height and the volume of water, or other fluid, it can store above natural ground level.
If a dam meets the height and volume of water, or other fluid, described below, it is a classifiable dam:
4 or more metres and stores 20,000 or more cubic metres volume of water, or other fluid; or
1 or more metres and stores 40,000 or more cubic metres volume of water, or other fluid.
Small dams are excluded from the regulations. This includes small 'turkey nest' dams, irrigation races, stock drinking ponds and weirs.
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If a dam is not classifiable, this means it is not impacted by the regulations and no further action is required by dam owners.
If a dam is classifiable, there are certain actions that dam owners must take to ensure their dams are, and remain, safe. See step 3.
Find out about how to measure a dam in the Dam Safety Guidance [PDF 5MB]

Step 3: Dam owners to determine the potential impact classification of their dam
Dam owners with a classifiable dam must assess the potential impact their dam’s failure could have on the community, historical or cultural places, critical or
major infrastructure, and the natural environment.
This assessment will determine the dam's potential impact classification (PIC) which will be either low, medium, or high.
Dam owners can determine their dam's PIC themselves, or they can arrange for a technical practitioner to do it on their behalf.
Find out more about how to determine a dam's PIC in the Dam Safety Guidance [PDF 5MB]

Step 3a: Have the PIC audited and certified by a recognised engineer
Once the PIC of a dam has been determined, it needs to be submitted it to a recognised engineer for audit and certification.
The recognised engineer will work with the dam owner to complete a dam classification certificate. The certificate contains:
information about the dam
the PIC given to the dam
information about the dam owner
certificate of the recognised engineer.
Download the dam classification certificate [PDF 89KB]
Find a recognised engineer in your area - engineeringnz.org

Step 3b: Submit the PIC to the appropriate regional authority
Once the PIC has been audited and certified by a recognised engineer, a dam owner must provide the dam's classification certificate to the regional authority in
whose region the dam is situated, for their approval.
The dam's PIC must be submitted to the regional authority no later than 3 months after regulations commence, or no later than 3 months after the dam is
commissioned, whichever is later.

Step 4: Prepare a dam safety assurance programme
A dam safety assurance programme (DSAP) is only required for dams with a medium or high PIC. Dams with a low PIC do not require a DSAP.
The DSAP provides dam owners with a structured framework of plans and procedures to plan and complete the activities required for the safe operation and
management of their dams.
Dam owners can prepare the DSAP themselves, or they can arrange for a technical practitioner to prepare it.
The DSAP should be appropriate to the nature of the dam, including the design and construction type of the dam, its potential failure modes, its potential and
confirmed dam safety deficiencies, as well as its potential impact classification.
Find out what information must be included in the Dam Safety Guidance [PDF 5MB]
There are 7 DSAP elements, but only intermediate dam safety reviews and comprehensive dam safety reviews have timeframes within which they must be
completed as per the regulations. For this reason, a short summary of these reviews is provided below.
Carry out an intermediate dam safety review
As part of the DSAP, dam owners must prepare and carry out an intermediate dam safety review.
This review is to evaluate dam performance for the loading conditions experienced during the relevant period. It must also identify any dam safety issues.
This review must be carried out every 12 months, with the interval between reviews not exceeding 15 months.
Learn how to carry out an intermediate dam safety review in the Dam Safety Guidance [PDF 5MB]
Carry out a comprehensive dam safety review
As part of the DSAP, dam owners must prepare and carry out a comprehensive dam safety review.
This is a review of the design, construction, operation and performance of a dam, and all systems and procedures that affect dam and reservoir safety, against
current dam safety guidelines, standards, and industry practice. It must also identify any dam safety issues and comment on the resolution of past issues.
http://mbie5.cwp.govt.nz/managing-buildings/dam-safety/complying-with-regulations/
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This review must be carried out every 5 years, with the interval between reviews not exceeding 66 months.
Learn how to carry out a comprehensive dam safety review in the Dam Safety Guidance [PDF 5MB]

Step 4a: Have the DSAP certified by a recognised engineer
Once the DSAP has been prepared, it must be certified by a recognised engineer. The recognised engineer will work with the dam owner to prepare and certify
the DSAP form.
The DSAP form contains:
the DSAP, attached documents, and any other referenced documents
information about the dam
the PIC given to the dam
information about the dam owner
a summary of compliance with criteria and standards
documentation of the DSAP
a list of appurtenant structures
certificate of the recognised engineer.
Download the DSAP form [PDF 85KB]
Find a recognised engineer in your area - engineeringnz.org

Step 4b: Submit the DSAP to the appropriate regional authority
Once the DSAP form has been prepared and certified by a recognised engineer, it must be sent to the regional authority for their approval.
For dams with a medium PIC, the DSAP form must be submitted up to 2 years after the regional authority approves the PIC. For dams with a high PIC, it must
be submitted up to 12 months after the regional authority approves the PIC.
Dam owners should ensure that the procedures outlined in the DSAP are followed to ensure the dam is operated, maintained and managed safely. Certain
minor items of non-compliance may be acceptable.
Find out more about submitting the DSAP to the regional authority in the Dam Safety Guidance [PDF 5MB]

Step 5: Prepare an annual dam compliance certificate
Every 12-month anniversary of a dam owner's DSAP approval date, dam owners must have a recognised engineer audit evidence of their compliance with the
DSAP and prepare an annual dam compliance certificate.
The certificate contains:
the dams name and relevant regional authority
the PIC given to the dam
approval of the DSAP
information about the dam owner
compliance information
certificate of the recognised engineer.
Download the annual dam compliance certificate [PDF 92 KB]

Step 5a: Have the dam compliance certificate certified by a recognised engineer
Once the dam compliance certificate is prepared, it must be certified by a recognised engineer.
The recognised engineer must audit the dam owner's reports, records and other documents relating to completion of the procedures in the DSAP. They must
also certify that the dam owner has complied with the DSAP during the previous 12 months, using the dam compliance certificate.

Step 5b: Supply the dam compliance certificate to the regional authority
Once the dam compliance certificate has been certified by the recognised engineer, it must be supplied to the regional authority. It must be supplied on each
anniversary of the DSAP approval.

Step 6: Review the PIC
Dam owners must review their dam's PIC within 5 years of the regional authority approving it. After the first review, it must then be reviewed at intervals of not
more than 5 years.
There are other times when a dam's PIC needs to be reviewed.
Find out about other times a dam's PIC needs to be reviewed in the Dam Safety Guidance [PDF 5MB]
http://mbie5.cwp.govt.nz/managing-buildings/dam-safety/complying-with-regulations/
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Step 7: Review the DSAP
The contents of the DSAP must be reviewed to make sure they are still appropriate, or whether any updates may be required because of any changes to the
dam or its PIC.
Owners of a medium PIC dam must review their dam's DSAP within 10 years of the regional authority approving it, and then after the first review, at intervals
of not more than 7 years.
Owners of a high PIC dam must review their dam's DSAP within 5 years of the regional authority approving it, and then after the first review, at intervals of not
more than 5 years.
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© Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment
Top
This information is published by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment’s Chief Executive. It is a general guide only and, if used, does not relieve
any person of the obligation to consider any matter to which the information relates according to the circumstances of the particular case. Expert advice may be
required in specific circumstances. Where this information relates to assisting people:
with compliance with the Building Act, it is published under section 175 of the Building Act
with a Weathertight Services claim, it is published under section 12 of the Weathertight Homes Resolution Services Act 2006.
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