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Plumbing and drainage work and building consents
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If you are undertaking plumbing and drainage work, you may not need a building consent if an authorised person completes the work.

You must employ an authorised person to carry out building work listed in Part 2 of the Building Act's Schedule 1 in order for it to be exempt from
needing a building consent. If an authorised person does not complete the work, then it is not exempt.
Work in Part 2 relates to sanitary plumbing and drainlaying.
The term ‘authorised person’ is defined by the Building Act. For building work in Part 2, it covers:
registered certifying plumbers and drainlayers
registered plumbers and drainlayers working under supervision
plumbers and drainlayers with a provisional licence working under supervision
trainee plumbers and drainlayers working under supervision. must make sure the plumber or drainlayer you are using for your building work has current
authorisation from the Plumbers, Gasfitters, and Drainlayers Board.

You must make sure the plumber or drainlayer you are using for your building work has current authorisation.
Check the online register (https://www2.pgdb.co.nz/PGDB/PublicRegister.aspx) of the Plumbers, Gasfitters and Drainlayers Board to make sure.
Part 1 and Part 3 of Schedule 1 also list work that can be done without a building consent.
Building consent exemptions (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-youneed-consents/building-consent-exemptions-for-low-risk-work/) includes building work listed in Part 1 that doesn’t need a building consent and
can be done by anyone.
Engineer-designed exempt work (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-ifyou-need-consents/exempt-work-when-designed-and-reviewed-by-a-chartered-engineer/) includes information about work listed under Part 3
that doesn’t need a building consent if designed or supervised by a Chartered Professional Engineer.

What the exempt work includes
The following guidance includes plumbing, drainage and water heaters, and is from Part 2 of our guide to Building work that does not require a
building consent (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-consent-exemptions-for-low-risk-work/schedule-1-guidance/part-2/).

http://mbie5.cwp.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-need-consents/plumbing-and-drainage-work/
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Plumbing and drainage
32. Repair, maintenance, and replacement of sanitary plumbing and drainage(https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-asuccessful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-need-consents/building-consent-exemptions-for-low-risk-work/schedule-1-guidance/part2/32-plumbing-and-drainage/)
33. Drainage access points (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-youneed-consents/building-consent-exemptions-for-low-risk-work/schedule-1-guidance/part-2/33-drainage-access-points/)
34. Minor alteration to drains (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-ifyou-need-consents/building-consent-exemptions-for-low-risk-work/schedule-1-guidance/part-2/34-minor-alteration-drains/)
35. Alteration to existing sanitary plumbing (excluding water heaters)(https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-asuccessful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-need-consents/building-consent-exemptions-for-low-risk-work/schedule-1-guidance/part2/35-alteration-sanitary-plumbing/)
Water heaters
36. Repair and maintenance of existing water heater (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scopeand-design/check-if-you-need-consents/building-consent-exemptions-for-low-risk-work/schedule-1-guidance/part-2/36-repair-maintenancewater-heater/)
37. Replacement of open-vented water storage heater connected to supplementary heat exchanger (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-andconsents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-need-consents/building-consent-exemptions-for-low-riskwork/schedule-1-guidance/part-2/37-water-storage-heater-heat-exchanger/)
38. Replacement or repositioning of water heater that is connected to, or incorporates, controlled heat source
(https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-need-consents/buildingconsent-exemptions-for-low-risk-work/schedule-1-guidance/part-2/38-water-heater-controlled-heat-source/)
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Building work that does not require a building consent (https://www.building.govt.nz/projectsand-consents/planning-a-successful-build/scope-and-design/check-if-you-needconsents/building-consent-exemptions-for-low-risk-work/schedule-1-guidance/)
A guide to building work that doesn't require a building consent under Schedule 1 of the Building Act 2004.
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This information is published by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment’s Chief Executive. It is a general guide only and, if used, does not relieve any person of the obligation to consider
any matter to which the information relates according to the circumstances of the particular case. Expert advice may be required in specific circumstances. Where this information relates to assisting
people:
with compliance with the Building Act, it is published under section 175 of the Building Act
with a Weathertight Services claim, it is published under section 12 of the Weathertight Homes Resolution Services Act 2006.
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