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Pathways to compliance: For products, building
designs and methods
This guide illustrates some of the pathways you can take to show that your product, building design or
method complies with the Building Code, including using MultiProof and CodeMark.
You can read the document below or download Pathways to compliance
(https://www.building.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/building-code-compliance/certificationsprogrammes/product-assurance/pathways-to-compliance.pdf) [PDF 418 KB] as a chart.

Published on 2 March 2018

All building work must comply with the Building Code, under Section 17 of the Building Act 2004, regardless of whether or not building consent is
needed for that work.
This guide illustrates some of the pathways you can take to show that your product, building design or method complies with the Building Code,
including using MultiProof and CodeMark.
Download this guide as a chart (https://www.building.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/building-code-compliance/certifications-programmes/productassurance/pathways-to-compliance-chart.pdf) [PDF 101 KB]

(https://www.building.govt.nz/assets/Uploads/building-code-compliance/certifications-programmes/product-assurance/pathways-to-compliancechart.pdf)

https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/pathways-to-compliance/
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Gather evidence
To demonstrate New Zealand Building Code compliance, including for a building consent, you need evidence. First, gather your technical
information, which could be supported by:
Acceptable Solutions (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/how-the-building-code-works/different-ways-to-comply/acceptablesolutions-and-verification-methods/)
Verification Methods (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/how-the-building-code-works/different-ways-to-comply/acceptablesolutions-and-verification-methods/)
Standards (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/how-the-building-code-works/standards-and-other-referenced-publications/)
Independent assessments (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/product-assurance/products-andbuilding-code-compliance/)
Industry-based schemes (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/product-assurance/products-andbuilding-code-compliance/)
Appraisals (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/product-assurance/products-and-building-codecompliance/)

Also, in some cases getting a CodeMark certificate and/or MultiProof certification will help to demonstrate compliance and streamline the consent
process. You can read more about these options below.
Off-site construction (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/apply-for-building-consent/support-your-consent-application/off-siteconstruction/) has information about evidence for components and buildings constructed away from the final building site.

CodeMark
CodeMark is a product certification scheme for building methods and products.

Why would I use CodeMark?
If your product is innovative, complex, new to the market, or if you are having difficulty proving that it complies.

How does CodeMark help?
CodeMark certification provides assurance that a product is ‘deemed to comply’ with the New Zealand Building Code.
CodeMark certification must be accepted by building consent authorities (BCAs).

What do I need to do?
To apply for CodeMark:
Gather evidence (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/codemark/applying-for-codemark/) to show
how your product meets CodeMark requirements.
Consider using a product technical statement (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/productassurance/product-information-and-evidence/product-technical-statement/), or similar, to present that evidence.
Find a product certification body to assess your application (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-andmultiproof/codemark/applying-for-codemark/#jumpto-assessing-your-application).

If requirements are met the product certification body will issue a certificate, which will be listed on MBIE’s public register
(https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/codemark/product-certificate-register/).
Find out more at CodeMark (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/codemark/).

MultiProof
MultiProof is a statement by MBIE that a set of plans and specifications for a building complies with the Building Code.

https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/pathways-to-compliance/
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MultiProof is for a whole building – check the eligibility page for more information.

Why would I use MultiProof?
If you are planning to replicate the same, or similar, building design at least 10 times in two years.

How does MultiProof help?
BCAs must accept a MultiProof certificate as evidence of compliance.
BCAs must process a building consent application that has a MultiProof certificate attached within 10 working days (rather than the standard 20).

What do I need to do?
Ensure you have sufficient evidence to complete an application (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-andmultiproof/multiproof/making-a-multiproof-application/). Get in touch with MBIE to help you prepare (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-codecompliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/multiproof/making-a-multiproof-application/).
Complete an application form (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/multiproof/making-a-multiproofapplication/multiproof-application-form/) (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/multiproof/making-amultiproof-application/).
MBIE has up to 40 working days to either approve or decline your application.

Find out more at MultiProof (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/multiproof/).
Hint: Your MultiProof application could include a CodeMark certified product.

Apply for building consent using supporting evidence
Hint: When applying for building consent, engage early with your BCA to help smooth the process.

Apply for building consent with your building consent authority (BCA).
Present your evidence of compliance, including any CodeMark or MultiProof certifications, as part of your application for building consent
(https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/apply-for-building-consent/).
A product technical statement can help you to present your evidence clearly to a BCA. MBIE’s product technical statement tool
(https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-and-multiproof/product-assurance/product-information-andevidence/product-technical-statement-tool/) can help you prepare your statement.
One building consent application can cover work on-site and any off-site construction.
The consent is usually best granted by the BCA in the area where the final building is located.
Off-site construction (https://www.building.govt.nz/projects-and-consents/apply-for-building-consent/support-your-consent-application/off-siteconstruction/) has more information.
Hint: Providing quality assurance information can help to demonstrate compliance and could streamline the consent process.

All guidance related to Product assurance & MultiProof (https://www.building.govt.nz/building-code-compliance/product-assurance-andmultiproof/)

This information is published by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment’s Chief Executive. It is a general guide only and, if used, does not relieve any person of the obligation to consider
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any matter to which the information relates according to the circumstances of the particular case. Expert advice may be required in specific circumstances. Where this information relates to assisting
people:
with compliance with the Building Act, it is published under section 175 of the Building Act
with a Weathertight Services claim, it is published under section 12 of the Weathertight Homes Resolution Services Act 2006.
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