
BCTRAG Committee Meeting: 27th November 2019

Standards vs Internal Documents: Discussion



Purpose of this discussion is to:

• Highlight the issues

• Decide if any action is required

• Give direction for future decisions

Issue highlighted by: 

• Standards Development Programme

• Consideration of control of risk settings in Standards e.g. NZS 1170.0 
building importance levels



What sort of risk settings are currently in Standards?



What are the options?
NZ Standard MBIE Guidance MBIE Developed AS/VM

Process • Anyone can commission

• Voluntary Industry committee

• ISO compliant development 
process

• 1+ years to develop

• MBIE commissions

• Paid experts + MBIE resources

• Internal MBIE QA processes only

• Weeks/months to develop

• MBIE commissions

• Paid experts + MBIE resources

• Internal MBIE QA processes only

• Months/years to develop

Content • Technical

e.g. applied research and data

• Policy

e.g. risk setting, safety, 
performance

• Combine policy and technical 
issues.

Ownership • Paid for by Industry

• Decisions by consensus of 
Industry Committee

• Paid for by MBIE

• Decisions by MBIE

• Paid for by MBIE

• Decisions by MBIE



Standards NZ Options…

• Technical Specification

• Handbook

• Publicly available specification 

• Technical report

Other document options…

• External documents e.g. BRANZ reports, overseas Standards, Codes of Practice, ISO 
Standards

→ Drafting not via committee

→ Don’t require full consensus

→ Industry led

→ Faster turnaround

→ Less robust/independent than Standard

What are the options?



How do the options relate to compliance?

MBIE GuidanceMBIE developed 
AS/VM

NZ Standards

Cited NZ 
Standards!!!



How do the options relate to compliance?



Acceptable 
Solution
“must be accepted”

Verification 
Method
“may be verified”

NOT a Compliance 
RouteCompliance Route

Alternative Solution
“need to show reasonable 
grounds”

S175 Guidance

Un-cited Standard

“Other” Standards docs

Industry information
e.g. Code of Practice, 
research reports, 
specifications etc.

Cited Standard 
or other info

MBIE 
Developed 
Solutions

May refer to…

Multiproof
Codemark

Determinations

How do the options support compliance?



What documents are cited by MBIE?



What does the Act say about Guidance?



What are the issues to consider?

• MBIE does not currently have a formal policy on:

o The process to be followed when drafting AS/VM’s

o Quality Assurance of information to be cited

• What are your key concerns with regard to; 

o the process for preparing AS/VM’s?

o the decision to cite documents?

• Will industry be willing to relinquish some control over compliance solutions in 
return for a faster process and more certainty?


