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Rights and obligations in the building process
If you are involved in a building project, it’s important you know who is responsible for each aspect.
Homeowner rights and obligations
Builder and designer rights and obligations
Building owner rights and obligations
How the building system protects you
Roles of councils and MBIE

Stages of the building process
Understand project stages, from scoping and design to consents, construction and completion.
DIY, but build it right
Renovations differ to new builds
Understand your land so you design well
Top tips for a successful build

Priority work programmes
An overview of the priority work programmes within the MBIE Building System Performance branch.
Maintaining the Building Code
Building for climate change
Building law reform programme
See everything in 'Getting started'
Projects & consents
Planning a successful build
Why contracts are valuable
Apply for building consent
Build to the consent
Sign-off and maintenance
Health and safety on site
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Understanding the building consent process
For safe, healthy and durable buildings, all building work in New Zealand must meet certain standards. Find out how to build within the rules.

Health and safety on site
Avoid accidents and make site safety a priority.

1. Planning a successful build
Check if you need consents
Choosing the right people for your type of building work
Why contracts are valuable

2. Getting a consent
Apply for building consent
How to support your building consent application
Understanding the building consent process

3. Building to the consent
Making changes to your plans
Typical council inspections of a building project
Completing your project

4. Sign-off and maintenance
Get the build signed off
How to identify defects
Protecting your investment
See everything in 'Projects & consents'
Building Code compliance
A General provisions
B Stability
C Protection from fire
D Access
E Moisture
F Safety of users
G Services and facilities
H Energy efficiency
Specific buildings
Canterbury rebuild
Product assurance & MultiProof
Warnings and bans on building products
Building Code and handbooks
How the Building Code works
Geotechnical education
Building Performance Resource Centre
Introduction to medium-density housing
Maintaining the Building Code
Digitising the Building Code

In this section
How the Building Code works
Maintaining the Building Code
Different ways to comply with the Building Code
Specific buildings
Product assurance & MultiProof
Introduction to medium-density housing
Building Performance Resource Centre

Find Acceptable Solutions, Verification Methods, updates and technical guidance by Building Code clause.
a
General provisions
b
Stability
c
Protection from fire
d
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Access
e
Moisture
f
Safety of users
g
Services and facilities
h
Energy efficiency
See everything in 'Building Code compliance'
Managing buildings
Managing your BWoF
General information on building safety in earthquakes
Securing unreinforced masonry building parapets and facades
Managing earthquake-prone buildings
Managing buildings in an emergency
Change of use and alterations

About managing buildings
Managing your BWoF (for buildings with specified systems)
General information on building safety in earthquakes
Managing earthquake-prone buildings
Securing unreinforced masonry building parapets and facades
Change of use, alterations and extension of life
Managing buildings in an emergency

Specified systems and compliance schedules
If you own a building that contains a specified system such as a cable car, you must ensure they are effectively operated for the life of the building and in
keeping with the council-issued compliance schedule.
Inspections and maintenance of specified systems as a building owner
Fines and penalties for offences relating to compliance schedules
Compliance schedules
See everything in 'Managing buildings'
Resolving problems
Resolution options
Building consent and sign-off
Contracts
Builds
Designs
Councils
Clients

Resolving problems
Resolution options
Building consent and sign-off
Contracts
Builds
Designs
Councils
Clients

Determinations
A determination is a binding decision made by MBIE providing a way of solving disputes or questions about the rules that apply to buildings, how
buildings are used, building accessibility, and health and safety.
Understanding determinations
Applying for a determination
Steps in the determination process
Previous determinations

Weathertight Services
Signs of a leaky home
How to make a Weathertight Claim
Resolving a Weathertight Claim
See everything in 'Resolving problems'
http://mbie5.cwp.govt.nz/about-building-performance/all-news-and-updates/draft-national-adaptation-plan-consultation/
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The Ministry for the Environment have released the draft National Adaptation Plan, which proposes actions to help Aotearoa New Zealand to adapt to and live
with the future impacts of climate change.
Print
Share

Save
Consultation will help inform the actions included in New Zealand’s first National Adaptation Plan, which will be published in August 2022.
Most existing homes, buildings and places have been located and built without the future climate in mind, and an increasing number will be at risk of being less
liveable, or even damaged or destroyed due to extreme weather events, sea-level rise and other climate hazards. The draft plan has a Homes, Buildings and
Places chapter which sets out proposed actions to make homes, buildings, and places resilient to a changing climate while allowing people and communities to
thrive.
Meeting the climate challenge may require changes to where we locate buildings, and how we design and build them. This could impact on occupants, owners,
and businesses that use buildings, as well as the businesses that design, construct and maintain buildings.
The plan proposes actions to ensure homes and buildings are climate resilient by improving our understanding about future hazards in different areas and for
different types of buildings; developing better guidance and assessment tools for property owners, developers and occupants; and updating building regulatory
requirements to manage future climate hazards.
The proposed actions will be progressed through our work on adaptation as part of the Building for Climate Change programme.
A range of other actions within the Homes, Buildings and Places chapter will seek to ensure that new and existing places are planned and managed to reduce
risk, Māori connection to whenua and places of cultural value are strengthened and threats to cultural heritage are understood and impacts minimised.
Read more about the proposed actions in the draft National Adaptation Plan – environment.govt.nz
More information on the Building for climate change programme

You are invited to provide feedback
The Ministry for the Environment is inviting feedback on the draft National Adaptation Plan between 27 April and 3 June 2022.
The consultation seeks feedback on a range of proposed actions to enable New Zealanders, communities, businesses and all levels of government to
understand top priority climate risks and how to adapt.
Feedback on this consultation will help inform New Zealand’s first National Adaptation Plan, which will be published in August 2022.
Give your feedback to help inform the draft National Adaption Plan – environment.govt.nz
http://mbie5.cwp.govt.nz/about-building-performance/all-news-and-updates/draft-national-adaptation-plan-consultation/
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Webinar series hosted by the Ministry for the Environment
A series of webinars and workshops will be hosted by the Ministry for the Environment from 2 May 2022 to allow you to learn more about the proposed actions
and to ask questions.
Learn more and register for the webinars – environment.govt.nz

Stay updated
If you would like to receive updates on what's happening in the Building for Climate Change programme, including updates on the National Adaptation Plan,
please subscribe to our email database.
Subscribe to Building for Climate Change updates
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January
The latest Biennial BCA Accreditation Report has been released
2021
December
National Construction Pipeline Report 2021 released
November
New homes and buildings will be more energy efficient and better for the environment
Building System law reforms update
New tiny house guidance released
October
New Code of Ethics for Licensed Building Practitioners
Removing cheques from the infringement offences regulations
September
New MBIE report shows the building sector has remained strong through COVID-19
August
Building stronger conversations at BOINZ 2021
Building Code consultation receives more submissions than last five years combined
July
Building consent system evaluation
Learning from emergency events requiring building management
Our Building for the Future - Indicators Explorer is live
June
Auckland Council Designation of Area for Building Emergency Management
The Building Amendment Bill has passed into law
Minor changes to the Plumbers, Gasfitters, and Drainlayers Act
Is your new hot water cylinder compliant?
Building for Climate Change submissions summary published
May
Strengthening the Licensed Building Practitioners scheme
Building Consent Authority Accreditation Scheme evaluation
April
Consultation opens on the 2021 Building Code update
March
An update from the Building System Assurance team
Strengthening the safety and resilience of Aotearoa's large dams
February
Updating how we manage buildings in an emergency
January
The Building Amendment Bill in 2021
Building for Climate Change update: January 2021
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Updating the timber-framed building standard (NZS 3604)
Building Code update - November 2020
October
Outcome of 2020 Building Code Update
September
Building Code 2020 update will be published on 5 November 2020
August
Building for Climate Change Frameworks are open for consultation
New dates for updating Building Code
Helping New Zealand build earthquake resilience
July
2020 Building Advisory Panel members announced
Building for Climate Change programme gets underway
June
New learning modules available to help you understand the Building Code
May
More protection for subcontractors through the retention money regime
New building consent exemptions approved by Government
Change to the delivery of 2020 Building Code updates
March
Extending June 2020 biannual Building Code consultation
February
Have your say on Building Code amendments – consultation opens 17 February
December
Webinar about key changes to C/AS2
November
Latest improvements to the Building Code have been published
October
Corrections to 2019 C/AS2 Acceptable Solution
Next steps announced for building law reforms
September
Third consultation of the biannual Building Code update closing soon
National Construction Pipeline Report 2019
August
Submissions summary on proposed building law changes now available
Have your say on Building Code changes – consultation opens 5 August
July
CertMark International withdraws from NZ CodeMark scheme
CertMark International suspended as CodeMark product certification body
MBIE funds over 120 building standards for free download
June
Updates to the Building Code will make it easier to comply
Consultation now closed on building law reforms
Section C5 'Concrete Buildings' proposed revision
New system for building emergency management
May
Updated information on private building consent authority registration
April
Report released about Tauranga City Council’s actions related to Bella Vista
March
Consultation on amending Acceptable Solutions and Verification Methods June 2019 Update
February
BEAL CodeMark product certification body accreditation revoked
Fire performance of external wall cladding systems

2018
November
Acceptable Solution and Verification Method amendments November 2018
BEAL CodeMark product certification body issued notice of revocation
Six ACP CodeMark certificates removed
October
Online courses on managing buildings in an emergency
Consultation on proposal to change CodeMark regulations
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This information is published by the Ministry of Business, Innovation and Employment’s Chief Executive. It is a general guide only and, if used, does not relieve
any person of the obligation to consider any matter to which the information relates according to the circumstances of the particular case. Expert advice may be
required in specific circumstances. Where this information relates to assisting people:
with compliance with the Building Act, it is published under section 175 of the Building Act
with a Weathertight Services claim, it is published under section 12 of the Weathertight Homes Resolution Services Act 2006.
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